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NivervilleFire & EMS
ReflectsonBusy 2025

B The previous year was the busi-
estonrecord for the town’s emer-
gency responders, and 2026 is on
pace for more of the same.
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Ritchot Talks Housing Proposals

B Last month, council heard competing proposals, each
very different, to bring a new development of affordable
housingto a parcel of RM-owned land in Ste. Agathe. A
decision willbe made in the coming weeks.

Details on Page 8
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AlIDataCentre Proposal
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B Our January poll question gen-
erated arecord surge of intrest.
Read the many comments from
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Details on Page 17
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Speedskaters Win Big

B A group of young speedskat-
ers from ourregion came home
from nationals in Quebec City
last month with an impressive
number of medals.

Details on Page 22
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Deputy mayor Nathan Dueck and CAO Eric King.
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Nivervilles Deputy

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

X bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

Niverville’s council kicked off the
new year with its first council meet-
ing on January 6. With Mayor Myr-
on Dyck absent, Councillor Nathan
Dueck officiated in his new role as
deputy mayor.

“We have an extremely exciting
year [going into] 2026, Dueck said.
“There’s probably going to be a lot
of new projects started and a lot of
new builds. I think there’s a lot of
stars that are aligning”

Whether a French school for Niv-
erville is one of those stars, Dueck
would not speculate. At this meeting,
though, council passed conditional
use permits for the Division scolaire
franco-manitobaine (DSFM) to use
two spacious facilities in the Niver-
ville Business Park for the purpose of
storing school equipment, furniture,
and supplies.

One subject council could talk

about was the the future expansion
of Niverville’s fire department and
public works building.

According to Dueck, this was a
topic of much discussion at the last
budget planning sessions.

The design process for the
dual-purpose building is already
underway. It won't be until council
sits down to prepare the new budget
that it becomes clear when shovels
will hit the ground.

The new building will be con-
structed on the existing site, just
west of the civic office.

“Some [parts of the existing
structure] is coming down and some
things are going up,” said CAO Eric
King. “Ideally we'll have the [public
works] shop done by fall and then
the old building gets torn down and
the fire hall goes up. It’s a highly
timed thing and the fire hall will
operate out of the shop [for a while]”

Another topic of optimism
revolved around local medical
services.

Mayor Says Stars Seem
toBe Aligningin2026

Specifically, Dueck says that the
renovated space at Open Health
Niverville is almost ready for use.

“We have aline on, I believe, two
doctors right now that we're looking
on placing this year,” said Dueck.
“We've set some targets that we'd
like to see two to four added this
year”

As of now, Open Health has
about 13 doctors, some on a part-
time basis while others are full-time.

The clinic board is also looking
at the feasibility of expanding office
hours into the evenings and week-
ends in order to provide care for
more clients.

Also in the design phase are
plans for Highway 311 renewal west
of the railway tracks.

In light of a recent three-car
accident along that stretch, many
residents feel like it can’t happen
fast enough.

King says that he anticipates an
announcement to come from the
province in the coming weeks.
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2025 Busiest Yearon Record
for NivervilleFireand EMS

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

B bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

According to Keith Bueckert, chief
of Niverville Fire and EMS, 2025
was by far their busiest year on re-
cord. In all, the team responded to
347 calls. That’s up by about 20 per-
cent from the year before.

Of these callouts, 258 were med-
ical calls, outnumbering the 89 fire
calls by a wide margin.

When you consider that the
team of 40 paid on-call volunteers
serve only the Town of Niverville,
it means that about five percent of
the community’s households sent
out calls for fire-related concerns.

As well, almost four percent of
local residents needed some kind
of immediate medical intervention
last year.

If the trend continues, 2026 will
result in similar numbers. Niv-
erville Fire and EMS has already
responded to 21 calls in the first
two weeks of January.

As far as fires are concerned,
Bueckert says there were no situ-
ations of homes being engulfed in
flames last year.

The calls they did respond to
were investigations of carbon mon-
oxide detector alarms going off or a
neighbour witnessing unidentified
smoke.

The crew also dealt with small
structure fires, kitchen fires, and
vehicle fires.

“We were very lucky that we
didn’t have anything serious fire-
wise,” Bueckert says. “We had a
bunch of small fires, but there was
nothing with huge losses. That’s

\'a. 2

really encouraging for a community
of our size”

In part, he says, this could
be attributed to the 15 or more
years of fire prevention education
they've provided to the community,

beginning with the town’s school-
age residents.

It’s also likely due to the fact
that the fire team perform regular
inspections of public buildings and
seniors’ facilities to ensure safety

© NIVERVILLE FIRE AND EMS

measures are up to snuff.

Of course, when you have a rapid
response time like Niverville’s fire
crew, any small fire attended is a
large fire prevented.

Another great fire prevention

measure, Bueckert adds, are mon-
itored fire alarm systems. In recent
years, he’s seeing more of these in
Niverville homes.

“[When] the alarm goes off in
their house, it goes to a monitor-
ing company and generally within
90 seconds we're being notified,”
Bueckert says. “And we're usually
on scene within six to ten minutes,
depending on the time of day.”

Unfortunately, the department
responds to their share of false
alarms, too.

Bueckert says an actual fire is
always presumed until an onsite
inspection proves otherwise.

There are ways for homeowners
to help prevent these unnecessary
calls. First, make sure you hire a
reputable alarm company to mon-
itor your system. Also, ensure that
smoke alarms are located close to
the bedrooms and not as close to
the kitchen or bathroom shower.
With today’s sensitive smoke
alarms, even steam can trigger a
response.

“Generally, the most common
false alarm in our community are
those where somebody needs to
replace the battery in their [mon-
itored] smoke alarm,” says Bueckert.
“They take the battery out and that
triggers an alarm.”

If you have a monitored system,
Bueckert advises that a quick call
to the monitoring company ahead
of time is all it takes to prevent an
unneeded fire department response.

As for EMS, Bueckert says the
majority of calls were medical-re-
lated and not necessarily involving
trauma. He describes medical calls
as involving situations of chest pain

Spring starts earlier than you think.
Call Taylor for a free home evaluation!

Helping families buy and sell since 2017

SMITH-NEUFELD-JODOIN..

LAW OFFICES
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* Estate Administration
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and shortness of breath, feelings of being off,
and instincts that suggest that something’s
not right.

Trauma-related injuries would be, for
example, falls that result in broken bones or
concussions.

“We don't see a lot of calls for trauma-re-
lated injuries in town, so that’s always a good
thing.”

Other calls that Bueckert and his team
rarely encounter are mental health issues
resulting in behavioural emergencies. He’s
thankful, too, that they get virtually no emer-
gency calls resulting from drug use, unlike
Winnipeg EMS, who deal with this on a daily
basis.

So who are these local heroes who com-
prise Niverville Fire and EMS?

The majority, if not all, are Niverville
residents. Approximately 15 of them work
full-time in emergency services somewhere
else and then apply these same skills, after
hours, in town.

The rest work full-time jobs unrelated to
their emergency volunteer work.

Most of Niverville’s emergency team are
trained in both fire and EMS, allowing them to
work both sides of the system as needed. They
carry various medical certifications, such as
emergency medical responder, primary care
paramedic, and advanced first aid.

“We just hired six individuals and, of those
six, five of them are trained,” Bueckert says.
“So that helps us out a lot, so we don’t have
to provide it. That’s a huge advantage for us
because that [otherwise] becomes a cost for
the department.”

It’s not just emergency calls that eat up
volunteer time. When you include the many
hours spent in training and educational
efforts, the crew logged 618 different events
into their schedules last year. All of these
were hours spent over-and-above the 258
emergency callouts.

Of course, Bueckert is cognizant of the
many family members who stand behind
each and every volunteer. He himself is a
family man.

“I just want to thank the families. Their
lives get put on hold at times and I don't think
they get enough credit for the part they play
to support our members.”

In the coming years, Bueckert and his team
are hopeful that a new fire hall will become
areality. Council is working on design plans
and a budget. It’s a facility, Bueckert says,
that’s long overdue.

5
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We are Shur-Gro Farm Sevrvices!

We service farms in the Niverville area by providing seed, fertilizer, and crop
protection every spring. We also carry products for homeowners such as small
bags of lawn fertilizer, grass seed and black oil sunflower seeds for birds.

We are active in the Niverville community and proud to be supporting
organizations like the Niverville Nighthawks.

Come visit us 2 miles north of town just east of the 59 highway.
Hope to see you soon either in our yard or at the rink!

4 SHUR-GRO

FARM SERVICGES

Contact Us! 204-388-4818
shur-gro.com

Being involved in the community has always been very important
at Thunder Seed. That’s why we are very proud to partner with
Shur-Gro Farm Services in support of the Niverville Nighthawks.




6 LOCALNEWS

THE CITIZEN | FEBRUARY 2026

Family Friendly
Chiropractic
Care.

Offering proactive,
quality healthcare for
families since 2007.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
Contact us to schedule your
appointment.

Ph: (204) 881-5555

nivervillefamilychiro.com

Delaquls
Antiques

FURNITURE
¢ SALES ¢

¢ REFINISHING ¢
¢ REPAIRS e

204-388-4850
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PHONE: 204-388-6140

chamber of
commerce

EMAIL: chamber@niverville.com

President: Elvin Krahn | Vice-President: Ben Dueck | Executive Director: Bre-Ann Boulet
Treasurer: Nicholas Bergmann | Members: Ferd Klassen, Chidera Anadi-Mbanefo,
Andrea Dempster, Annie Ross, Dean Delorme, Jenn Elliott

Seeking one additional board member - join today!

www.niverville.com
of Commerce is looking

Savel:)
ahead to a full and exciting
The 2026 and invites local
businesses and the community
to mark their calendars.

Winter Education Series
"'FER | Start the morning with breakfast and practical insights from indus-
try experts. This session features The Power of Charitable Giving,
3 presented by Layanie Fehr and Libby Hannah, and Exclusive Ser-
vices for Business Owners, presented by Don Courcelles and Dean
Melnychuk of IG Wealth.

The Niverville Chamber

Elevate Manitoba Expo
"'FEB | Formerly the Edge Business Expo, ElevateMB returns for its third
year. Hosted in the RM of Ritchot, this regional event brings to-
26 gether entrepreneurs, business leaders, and innovators from across
Southeastern Manitoba for a day of learning, networking, and
inspiration.

Annual General Meeting, Awards and Dinner
APR The Chamber’s largest event of the year, combining the Business
10 Excellence Awards, the Annual General Meeting, and an evening
of connection with the local business community. Enjoy a sit-down
dinner while learning what is happening in Niverville.

Portugal Trip

Support the Chamber and discover Portugal’s vibrant cities,
22 renowned cuisine, stunning beaches, and iconic attractions
on this small-group travel experience.

APR

I"A Pizza Wars Begins
1 | Back for its third year, Niverville pizzerias and restaurants compete
for the titles of Best Tasting and Most Creative Pizza in town.

Niverville Farmers’ Market
6 Showcasing home-based and local businesses while encour-
aging the community to shop local throughout the season.

Annual Chamber Golf Tournament
20 A full day of networking, fun, and friendly competition with
local businesses, sponsors, and community leaders.

For more information and updates as events approach, visit www.nivervillechamber.com
or follow the Niverville Chamber of Commerce on social media.

To join or for any inquiries, contact us at 204-388-6140 or email chamber@niverville.com.
Be part of our growing community, and let’s work together towards a prosperous future!
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DOLILHOUSE®
DESIGN

www.dollhousedesign.ca
204.782.8610

MITT

Save the Yate
Open House

February 19, 2026
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our community, and
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By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
X bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

For more than a year, the gears have
been turning to create a permanent
farmers’ market in Niverville. If all
goes as planned, the market will be
an annual summer event beginning
in 2026.

Sandra Ingenmey is one of the
dreamers behind the idea of an
annual market. She’s since collabor-
ated with Bre-Ann Boulet, executive
director of the Niverville Chamber of
Commerce (NCOC).

With the support of the NCOC, the
duo has also sold the idea to town
council, who have agreed to partner
with them to help ensure the success
of the initiative.

“We are looking at bringing home-
based businesses to the forefront,”
Ingenmey says. “Growers, bakers,
and makers. We don’t know whatit’s
going to look like yet and that’s part of
the charm. We want it to be whatever
the community wants it to be.”

At this stage, a tentative budget
and business plan have been created.
The key now is to get the vendors
interested.

“In our business plan, we've kind
of identified Friday [as the market
day] because people are going to the
lake and they might want to stop at
the market before they go,” Ingenmey
says. “Still, it's the people who partici-
pate who are going to dictate, so we
may negotiate that”

Ingenmey envisions running
it every second week from May to
September.

CHURCH OF THE ROCK'
NIVERVILLE

The immediate next step is to hold
a public meeting, inviting makers and
interested locals to help inform the
market’s direction.

Ingenmey hopes, too, that the
meeting will be the springboard from
which a board of directors will be
created.

The meeting has been set for Feb-
ruary 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the CRRC'’s
kitchen facility.

The Niverville Farmers’ Market
board will ideally be comprised of
people with a variety of skillsets
including organizing, vendor out-
reach, and social media promotion.

Join us on Sundays at 10:25AM

NIVERVILLE HERITAGE CENTRE, 100C HERITAGE TRAIL

See what our church family is all about!

KNOW GOD LIVE FREE FIND PURPOSE

Sandra Ingenmey is helping to start up a permanent farmers' market in Niverville.

YR e

Part of the board’s job will be
vendor selection.

“We don’t want to have ten
vendors that are selling sourdough,”
Ingenmey says. “We want to just try
and make sure we've got diversity, but
we're not attracting vendors that are
reselling premade products.”

Ingenmey envisions a market
that’s far more than just a way to
bridge the gap between shoppers and
local makers. It should be an event
that makes a name for itself across
the region, where locals and out-of-
towners come to spend time and
build connection with one another.

8 BRENDA SAWATZKY

This could include food trucks
and local buskers. It could be an
avenue for not-for-profit groups to
do self-promotion and fundraising.
The possibilities are limitless, she
says, and dependent on feedback
and support.

Before revealing the plan to the
public, Ingenmey and Boulet have
already been working through some
of the logistics.

The town has offered, free of
charge, a large parking lot near the
Centennial Arena for the market’s
location. The spot is ideal in its prox-
imity to Highway 311 as well as traffic

Farmers Market Dream
Sproutsin Niverville

headed to McDonald’s or the CRRC.

As well, the town will ensure
access to washrooms in the nearby
arena and availability of water and
electricity. They will provide garbage
collection after the market closes.

The market financials will be
managed by Boulet and the NCOC.

Vendor space won't be limited to
those who have experience. It will
be open to makers of all ages and
backgrounds. It includes those with
a registered business name, but it
could as easily be comprised of
grandmothers who simply love to
bake or crafters who have, so far,
identified as hobbyists.

“We have all these talents in our
community and we think, ‘Aww, I
don’t do anything special,” she says.
“But there is something very precious
about meeting somebody who made
something that we want to buy.’

In some cases, provincial licenses
are required, such as for food hand-
ling or cosmetic preparation. The
board will ensure those licenses are
current.

Since the farmers’ market ideal is
to support local makers and growers,
Ingenmey says efforts will be made to
ensure that participation is affordable
toall.

“The idea has to be to bring that
home-based business to market
and not let the financial piece be a
[drawback] for anyone. We want to
support them.

FORMOREINFORMATION

Interested vendors or volunteers can email
chamber@niverville.com for more details.

Full Cycle
Bookkeeping

Providing bookkeeping services for over 25 years.
We can help you prosper with reliable, affordable and quality service.

204-333-6757

tammy@trbookkeepingservice.ca

Payroll
Processing

Income
Tax
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Ritchot Council Considers Proposals
for Ste. Agathe Housing Initiative

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

In an effort to create new and
affordable housing options in Ste.
Agathe, Ritchot’s council put out
a call for developers this past fall.

Then, at their January 6 meet-
ing, council entertained two
delegations.

The first was Alan Klippenstein
of Schinkel Properties; the second,
JeanClaude Gratton of NuVision
Design.

Each was there to represent their
company’s plan for the best use of
1.29 acres of RM-owned land, bor-
dered by Samoiset Avenue to the
east and Highway 75 to the west.

The two plans are very different.

Based on council’s original
expression of interest, the objective
is to sell or lease the parcel to the
developer who provides the most
promising plan, which should
include affordability and multi-
family options.

Klippenstein opened with a vir-
tual presentation.

“Clearly, the most profitable
thing to do is to build big and to
build up,” Klippenstein said. “The
government has many funding
programs available to developers
based on achieving affordable units.
Typically, in order to achieve this,
developers will build tiny bachelor
suites which they can get to market
at below-market rents... then all of
the rest of the units will be at- or

RED HOT

— SAVINGS —

wiens

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

Duplex housing proposed by Schinkel Properties.

above-market [rent] to offset their
losses.”

The alternative Klippenstein
proposed was something he called
the missing middle. In this case, it
would involve the construction of
16 three-bedroom, two-bathroom
duplex homes designed specifically
with families in mind.

Building in bulk, he said, is one
way for a builder to reduce costs.

An identical layout would
be created inside each of the
1,400-square-foot homes. The exter-
ior design would blend seamlessly

KitchenAid

Offer valid only at
participating Canadian
authorized KitchenAid
appliances dealers. See

sales associate for

details and list of
qualifying models*

132 MAIN STREET
NIVERVILLE, MANITOBA

with the rest of the community.

All the units would be rentals
and about one-third would be
offered at CMHC affordable rates.

If approved, the units would
take approximately 15 months to
complete.

“The elephant in the room is that
we're asking the RM to give us this
land,” Klippenstein said.

Breakeven rent on these units, he
said, would be $1,453 and this rate
would be applied to 30 percent of
the units. For Schinkel Properties,
that creates higher than normal risk

Buy any 3
qualifying major
kitchen appliances,

SAVE

PHONE: 204-388-4149
sales@wiensfurniture.ca

8 SCHINKEL PROPERTIES

rates with lower cap numbers.

“All that said, we're willing to bet
$4.7 million that this project will
work,” he concluded. “We think that
the lower return will be offset by
long-term tenants that want to stay
here and raise their family.

Gratton made his pitch to coun-
cil in person. He introduced him-
self as a long-term resident of Ste.
Agathe and landlord to units both
in and out of the community.

His plan is to build nine access-
ible seniors residences along Sam-
oiset with a sound barrier wall

Buy any 4
qualifying major
kitchen appliances,

SAVE

between the residences and the
highway.

“More suitable lots are becoming
available [which are] best suited
for apartment buildings and row
housing,” Gratton said. “These
lots [are within] walking distance
to the church, arena, post office,
pharmacy, healthcare, and conven-
ience stores, [which] makes it ideal
for seniors.”

The detached 1,400-square-foot
units would contain two primary
bedrooms, each with its own
three-piece ensuite, and a double
attached garage. It would meet all
accessibility requirements with no
steps, wider corridors, and wheel-
chair-accessible showers.

Acting as property manager,
Gratton’s company would provide
all grass-cutting and snow-clearing
on these lots.

The on-street parking require-
ments would be less than that of
apartment blocks or housing with-
out garages, he added.

While his housing would be
developed with mobility in mind,
itwouldn’t be limited to senior cit-
izens. The units could just as easily
accommodate two young adults
until they decide to buy or build.

“In exchange for donating the
parcel to the developer, which pre-
sents costs to the RM for upkeep,
it will generate property taxes
estimated at $27,000 per year plus
utility revenues.”

Council will deliberate on these
plans in the weeks to come.

JANUARY 8 — FEBRUARY 25, 2026

Buy any 5+
qualifying major
kitchen appliances,

SAVE

TOLL FREE: 888-33-WIENS

www.wiensfurniture.ca

* Before taxes. Instant savings of $600 when you purchase three (3) qualifying KitchenAid® built-in and selective freestanding kitchen major appliances (freestanding induction range, freestanding slide-in ranges with true convection and freestanding 36" French Door
Bottom Mount Refrigerators) or instant savings of $800 when you purchase four (4) qualifying KitchenAid® built-in and selective freestanding kitchen major appliances (freestanding induction range, freestanding slide-in ranges with true convection and freestanding 36"
French Door Bottom Mount Refrigerators) or instant savings of $1200 when you purchase four (5) or more qualifying KitchenAid® built-in and selective freestanding kitchen major appliances (freestanding induction range, freestanding slide-in ranges with true convection
and freestanding 36" French Door Bottom Mount Refrigerators). Multiple purchases must be made at the same time from the same participating authorized Canadian KitchenAid® appliance dealer. Qualifying purchases must be made from January 8 - February 25, 2026.
Offer excludes, Countertop Microwaves and second channel models.Open to Canadian residents only. Offer cannot be combined with any other KitchenAid® major kitchen appliances offer. Offer is not available to second channel, dealers, builders or contractors. All
models may not be available at all dealers. No substitute models qualify. Dealer prices may vary. Dealer alone has sole discretion to set retail prices. ® ™ © 2026 KitchenAid. Used under license in Canada. All rights reserved.
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Public Notice '~

. . PR, NO. 311 _
Public Hearing for
Rezoning in Highlands West Area

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACT

(KRAHN RD)

(SCOTLAND STREET)

Reason for A public hearing has been scheduled to review the proposed Lot 1 Plan 73202

Hearing: rezoning found in Bylaw No. 884-25 for part of the Highlands
West area under Subdivision File No. 4340-25-9176. This
would rezone the affected location from “Agricultural
Limited” (AL) and “Commercial Corridor” (CC) to a number of
different residential, commercial, and public reserve zones. A
full list of the different zones in this proposed rezoning can
be found on the map to the right of this text.

(3A1MQ SANVTHOIH)

CN

KRAHN ROAD
[ ]

Affected Part of NW % 25-7-3-EPM. For a visual description of the
Location: area proposed for this zoning amendment, please see the
map to the right of this text.

(GLAMIS DRIVE)

Water Control Works Plan No. 40527

Hearing Niverville Community Resource & Recreation Centre

Location: 501 Centre Street e STRED .
B : Pt. NW'4 25-7-3-EPM —AEDA Y I
Niverville, MB From: "AL" Agriculture Limited Zone and "CC" Commercial Corrider Zone Pt.ofLot 1 Plen 69000 I
To:  "RHD" Residential High Density Zone

"RMD" Residential Medium Density Zone

. th Pt X E
Hearing Tuesday, February 17, 2026 T Aoy swslok cn Lot 1 Plan 73504

Ti me: 7:00 P M "CC" Commercial Corridor Zone
"CN" Commercial Neighbourhood Zone

L1 n
Schedule "A Pt. of NW4 25-7-3-EPM
Attached to By-Law No. _884-25 of the Town of Niverville in the of Town of Niverville
amending the Zoning Map of By-Law No. 795-18 Map being the
Town of Niverville Zoning By-Law as amended
Scan me to I cc Commercial Corridor Zone [ Deposit Plan No. 1475/25 ‘
Iea rn mo re| CN,Commercial Neighbourhood Zone | Survey Parcels 0 100 200
‘ [0 PR,Parks and Open Space Zone h = o
[ RHD,Residential High Density Zone
[ RMD,Residential Medium Density Zone Manitoba 9P

: : Map: 884-25 Nnversille b b
RSL,Residential Small Lot Zone Date: 20254209 Community Planning Services

Municipal and Northern

You can review copies of the supporting documents related to this proposed rezoning at the Town Office, located at 329 Bronstone Drive, by
scanning the QR code below, or by visiting www.whereyoubelong.ca/town-services/resources/public-notices/

Anyone can attend this public hearing, and Council will hear anyone who would like to make a presentation, ask questions, or register an objection
regarding this matter. If you are interested in attending or participating in this hearing in-person or by written submission, please review all
relevant public hearing procedures by scanning the QR code, by visiting the Town Office, or by visiting the link above.

Questions? Email: planning@whereyoubelong.ca
Phone: 204-388-4600
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Province Rolls Out
Digital HealthCards

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

As previously promised by
the provincial government,
2026 has kicked off with the
rollout of a digital health card
initiative. It's one more way,
the province says, to make
healthcare more accessible.

“Digital health cards put
Manitobans in control of
their own information, make
it easier to access care, and
support a safer, more respon-
sive health system,” says
Premier Wab Kinew. “Over
the past year, we've moved
from paper health cards to
plastic and now to a digital
option. It is a practical step
that reflects our focus on
patient safety, accessibility
and putting people first as
we make health care better
for families.”

Manitobans can now
apply for their digital card
through the provincial web-
site, Google Play, or the App
Store. Afterward they will
have a secure way to carry
their personal health card
information on their digital
device.

The digital health card
doesn’t negate the plastic or
paper health cards, either of
which will still be accepted
at any Manitoba healthcare
facility.

The province introduced
the plastic health card one
year ago to replace the paper
version. Later that year, they
also rolled out a new online
appointment booking sys-
tem called MediNav.

MediNav can be uploaded
to any device, ensuring
security through the use of
a login ID and password.
Residents can use it to make
online bookings for same-
day and next-day appoint-
ments for non-emergency
care.

Participating clinics
include a variety of walk-in
clinics and minor injury clin-
ics, the St. Boniface Hospital’s
primary care clinic, and the
Steinbach QuickCare clinic.

Once on the app, a drop-
down panel provides a list of
clinics, their locations, and
appointment openings.

The goal of the program
is to make emergency and
urgent care more available
to those who need it and to
reduce long wait times in ERs
for those whose care is less
urgent. Sprains, infections,
and minor injuries are exam-
ples of non-urgent care.

FORMOREINFORMATION
To learn more or to apply for a
digital health card, visit:
www.gov.mb.ca/health/mhsip/
digitalhealthcard.html

Ritchot's council meets.

.

v MUNICIPALITE
RITCHOT

MUNICIPALITY

8 BRENDA SAWATZKY

Ritchot Council Removes Red Tape
on Secondary Suite Approvals

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

OnJanuary 21, Ritchot’s coun-
cil voted unanimously to
amend an existing zoning by-
law that pertains to second-
ary suites in some residential
zones throughout the muni-
cipality.

For residents, this means
that a public hearing can be
avoided if the proposed sec-
ondary suite already meets
standard dimensions and
distances from surrounding
properties.

In these cases, a permit is
all that is required.

“This change shortens
approval timelines, removes
unnecessary steps, and gives
homeowners more certainty,”
says CAO Shane Ray of the
ramifications of the vote. “It
also supports more housing
options by making it easier for
families to live together longer
and accommodate aging par-
ents or adult children within
existing neighbourhoods”

Ray says this move is a dir-
ect response to the changing
needs of families.

It also provides an effect-
ive way to increase the local

housing supply without
unduly affecting a neighbour-
hood’s character.

STE. AGATHE DEVELOPMENT
At the same meeting, council
gave the green light to a de-
velopment agreement with Jo-
seph Sharobeem, paving the
way for a new 23-unit multi-
family development to begin
construction at 137 Ste. Agathe
Street in Ste. Agathe.

Original approval for this
development took place
at council’s May 21, 2025
meeting.

Three letters of objection
had been received by council
at that time. While the letters
weren't read for the public to
hear, Councillor Joel Lemoine
addressed some of them
anyway.

According to Lemoine, con-
cerns had been raised regard-
ing garbage and snow storage,
fencing, lighting, and parking
spillover onto the street.

Many of these were the
same concerns shared at a
much earlier council meet-
ing, this one all the way back
in 2017, when this developer
initially came to council for a
conditional use permit on the

property.

The right mortgage
is right around the corner.

Still unhappy with the 2025
proposal, though, were the
neighbours livingimmediately
to the north of the proposed
development.

There was a discrepancy,
they said, with the boundary
lines and they asked council to
verify them through a survey
before providing approval to
the developer.

They also asked for assur-
ances that adequate drainage
would be sought by the RM to
rectify the issues they've had
with backyard flooding over
the years.

Council suggested that
both concerns would be
discussed at future planning
sessions.

After a review of the
development agreement put
before them in 2026, Lemoine
feels content that all these con-
cerns have been adequately
addressed.

“Thumbs up to the
developer,” Lemoine told
council. “Seems they've been
in discussions with the neigh-
bours to the north and south.”

FRONT YARD VARIANCE

Finally, council heard from St.
Adolphe resident Garth Mc-
Donald, who was seeking a

front yard variation to allow
an addition to his home at 699
Proteau Drive.

McDonald proposed to
decrease the existing 30-foot
front yard requirement to 14.6
feet for the purpose of adding
onto his home’s primary
bedroom.

“I feel the addition will
bring a new look to the com-
munity and give others the
option of future projects,’
McDonald told council. “We
love the neighbourhood and
would rather make changes
to our home than move to a
new location.”

Neighbours, he said, were
consulted and presented no
opposition to the project,
especially when considering
that his only other alternative
would be to add height to the
house.

However, both Councillors
Shane Pelletier and Jason
Bodnarchuk raised concerns
that the degree of the home
extension could alter the sur-
rounding neighbourhood and
change the general aesthetic.

Mayor Ewen agreed.

In the end, council voted
in favour of reducing the front
yard buffer from 30 feet to 20
feet.
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Most Municipalities Back Out of
Regional Library Conversation

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

X bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

Four of the six municipalities
involved in a working group
to explore the creation of a
regional library have opted
out.

As of late 2025, only Niv-
erville and Steinbach were
left standing. The RMs of Ste.
Anne, Piney, and Ritchot, as
well as the town of Ste. Anne,
have all officially withdrawn
from the initiative.

“There are a number of
concerns regarding the cur-
rent or future level of bilingual
services that the new regional
library may or may not be able
to provide,” said CAO Shane
Ray at a meeting of Ritchot’s
council on December 2.

Council voted unani-
mously in favour of pursuing
other alternatives, potentially
through the Association of
Bilingual Municipalities.

“I think it would be a better
fit for regionalization,” said
Councillor Janine Bodnar-
chuk. “We’d have a bit more
control over the bilingual
aspect of it

For Piney, the decision to
withdraw revolved around the
belief that a regional library,
servicing many communities
in the southeast, would not
likely be located in Piney. With
this understanding, residents
would still have to drive a dis-
tance to take advantage of its
services.

The town of Ste. Anne
determined that, at this
stage, it would be preferable
to focus on improvements
to their existing community
library after the recent hire of
alibrarian.

Steinbach, still in the game,
is expecting to make a decision

E
i~

Councillor Meghan Beasant.

about their continued par-
ticipation at a future council
meeting.

Niverville’s mayor, Myron
Dyck, says that his council isn't
quite ready to give up on the
idea justyet.

“Council is still interested
and continues to gather infor-
mation regarding a potential
regional library,” says Mayor
Dyck. “We believe in part-
nerships and will continue
to explore if this potential
regional library is a good part-
nership for our community.’

HISTORY OF

WORKING GROUP

The regional library conversa-
tion began in 2024 when lead-
ers from around the southeast
gathered at Steinbach’s city
hall to hear a presentation by

83 BRENDA SAWATZKY

Meghan Hansen, a provincial
library consultant.

“They reached out to all of
the southeastern communities
and everybody was there,
[including] representatives
from major libraries like
Springfield and Jake Epp,
Niverville councillor Meghan
Beasant told council in Octo-
ber 2024. “It was a large infor-
mation session showing the
benefits of regional libraries.”

The meeting’s objective,
she said, was to provide gener-
alized information on regional
library collaborations.

From there, a working
group was formed to further
pursue the idea.

Some of the benefits
include access to provin-
cial funding and the ability
to provide a wider array of

resources and services than
a small community library
could. Governance would be
administered by a board con-
sisting of members from each
participating community and
financial responsibility would
be determined by population
size.

The location of a brick-
and-mortar library could pose
issues in a region that extends
from Piney to Ritchot, without
question.

According to Beasant, the
idea of a mobile library had
come up.

In the meantime, Niverville
opened a humble version of a
public library on October 27,
2025.

The micro-libraryislocated
in the Centennial Arena and
runs on a “take one, leave one”
model. Books are received by
donation. A collection of vol-
unteers oversee the space dur-
ing open hours but, without
a librarian, there is no formal
signing out of books.

“When we want to do
projects in this community,
you kind of look at what the
end goal is,” said Dyck at the
library’s grand opening event.
“And you ask yourself, ‘Can we
do it all in one bite or do we
need to doitin a series of bites
and steps? When it comes to
a library, we look at the cost
of space and operating and
putting goods and services
into it and say, ‘That might be
a few years away yet, but we
can start today.”

If the public in Niverville
is interested in seeing a more
formal library occur in town,
Beasant says that it will begin
with the formation of a library
committee comprised of
residents that operates at arm’s
length of council, according to
provincial library regulations.

—
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Leaking isn't “just part of life”

Bladder leakage (urinary incontinence) affects many people - women during
pregnancy, after delivery, and around menopause, and men after certain
surgeries or with prostate changes.

It may be common, but it’s often treatable.

One of the most frequent types is stress urinary incontinence - leakage that
happens with coughing, laughing, sneezing, lifting, running, or jumping.

Pelvic Floor Physiotherapy Can Help

Appointments involve a private assessment in order to assess the muscles
surrounding the pelvis and bladder. Depending on what is found during the
assessment, a treatment plan can then be created.

This treatment plan will be tailored to suit your needs and help you in
achieving your goals!

If you have any questions, please give our clinic a call!

NIVERVILLE
PHYSIOTHERAPY

& SPORTS INJURY CLINIC

Call Niverville Physiotherapy at 204-388-5217
or visit us at our new location #3-31 Main St.

red our energy

Like Ken & Lynn, you can;

GET A FREE HOME ENERGY ASSESSMENT.

With the Energy Efficiency Assistance Program, you can also:

@ Get your home insulated for FREE (including the materials and
the installation).

@ Get a subsidized heating system upgrade.’

@ Get FREE energy efficient light bulbs, showerheads and aerators,
air sealing products, and other energy saving items.

Find out if you qualify today

- EFFICIENCY
fficiencyMB.ca/EEAP NG
204-544-8181 or toll free 1-888-544-8181 § MANITOBA

*Dependent on existing heating system.

4

aulnhuﬂy@

Collision & Glass

COLLISION REPAIR
AUTO GLASS REPAIR & REPLACEMENT

directrepair

Ferd Klassen . | /@)

Phone: 204.388.4657 - | S208 \\

Fax: 204.388.4394 » Vs - A |-CAR

Email: info@niveryilleautobody.ca 7 AL
WA\ A

www.hivervilleautobody.ca

autopac | AccREDITED

A Manitoba Public insurance product

e e

E Happy Valentines

from Owner and Master Stylist Anna Sawatzky

dard ‘@i.love.hair

20% off Surface Awaken products
40% off Keras»__'|4lk products

226 Main Street, Niverville | (204) 388-5495 | anyashairstudio@gmail.com
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Niverville Beautification Efforts Blossomin 2025

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

B bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

For the third year in a row, Niver-
ville received top honours from the
Manitoba chapter of Communities
in Bloom for its beautification efforts
this past summer.

The score, which came after a fall
visit by provincial judges, resulted in
an overall rating of 85.80 percent, or
five blooms, the highest ranking any
community can receive.

That score is derived from individ-
ual rankings in six categories.

Based on overall community
appearance, Niverville ranked 88
percent. Another 86 percent was
received for the town’s heritage
conservation efforts. Landscaping,
as well as plant and floral displays,
achieved 85 percent. Tree manage-
ment and environmental action
ranked at 84 percent.

Communities in Bloom is a Can-
ada-wide volunteer-driven charity.
Established in 1995, it was inspired
by international organizations such
as Britain in Bloom, Tidy Towns of
Ireland, and France’s Villes et Villages
Fleuris.

There were 29 participating Can-
adian communities in the organiza-
tion’s first year.

Today, the Manitoba chapter has
as many as 60 community partici-
pants per year.

The organization’s goal is to inspire
individuals to actively enhance their
quality of life and environment in
ways that create community pride.

Shirley Hoult is the chairperson
of Niverville Communities in Bloom,
which is more than a decade old.

To put it mildly, Hoult was thrilled
by this year’s results.

“Overall, both judges were very
impressed with the community, the
large group of volunteers that make
up the NCiB committee and their
efforts, [as well as] the town beauti-
fication team.”

A new art installation in Niverville.

More specifically, Hoult says the
judges were impressed with NCiB’s
annual tree-planting initiative, which
takes place along residential streets
in cooperation with residents. Sixty
new trees were added to the town’s
canopy in 2025.

The judges were equally
impressed with the town’s recreation
options.

Other highlights included the
Town of Niverville and Chamber of
Commerce’s signage, the installation
of garden boxes at the elementary
school for students to plant and tend,
and the innovative Main Street flower
planters that were outfitted last spring
with self-watering mechanisms
designed by Terry Martin.

“The community has improved so

N+A TRUCKING NOW A PROUD MEMBER OF:

TruckPro

o Safety Inspection Station (COI 4500kg up)
e Truck and Trailer Repairs All Makes & Models
¢ Industrial/Construction Equipment Repairs

¢ Parts Sales All Makes & Models
¢ Hydraulic Hose Manufacturing

COME SEE OUR PARTS

DEPARTMENT AT 369
BRONSTONE DRIVE

much in all the evaluated categories
since NCiB began,” Hoult says. “The
town [staff] have made great efforts to
create and maintain a more interest-
ing and greener community.”

With eight official NCiB members
and a host of unofficial volunteers
pitching in to help, there’s barely an
area of the community that hasn’t
been affected.

A few prominent examples
include the descriptive historical pic-
ture boards along Main Street as well
as the ironwork art at the Niverville
Credit Union.

The seniors living at the Heritage
Centre can stroll through impres-
sively staged memorial gardens
thanks to NCiB, and the Memorial
Forest was established in Hespeler

204-388-4888

© C/O NIVERVILLE COMMUNITIES IN
BLOOM

Park to provide space for people who
plant trees in memory of lost loved
ones.

The south-facing wall of Hespeler
Park’s picnic shelter hosts a creative
collage featuring hand-painted tiles
made by Niverville residents of all
ages.

In 2025, NCiB hosted two well-at-
tended workshops which taught the
basics of growing food and maximiz-
ing yields, along with festive table
centerpiece making.

The organization closed out the
year with some memorable experi-
ences for all.

“The Light Up Niverville live map
was developed by NCiB member Erin
Reimer,” says Hoult. “And we held a
candlelight community carol-singing

Alignments- Brakes-Tire-Safeties
Diagnostics-Free Shuttle and Courtesy Car

30 CEDAR DRIVE, NIVERVILLE, MB

www.sparkline.ca

and tree-lighting in the Heritage Cen-
tre gardens in December”

The organization was also instru-
mental in raising funds and aware-
ness for Niverville’s new mobility van.

Going into 2026, Hoult says that
work will continue on a new art
installation just east of the railway
tracks.

Like the mosaic wall, this one will
feature hand-painted wooden discs
attached to a fence, providing one
more way for residents to publicly
display their creativity.

“We would like to see businesses
join us in the placement of more
community artwork and heritage dis-
plays at their locations,” Hoult adds.
“It can help to differentiate us from
other communities and may attract
visitors and increase population’

Also in 2026, Niverville will play
host to the annual Manitoba Com-
munities in Bloom fall conference.

To keep the NCiB actively oper-
ating well into the future, Hoult says
they are willing to take on new mem-
bers in any capacity. Ideas for future
beautification projects are always
welcome.

As proof that NCiB is indeed
helping to foster a sense of com-
munity pride, locals of all stripes have
responded enthusiastically over the
years to interactive programs such
as Green Thumbs, Bloomin’ Busi-
nesses, and the Main Street Christ-
mas planters.

NCiB also works closely with town
council, encouraging and assisting in
investing in greenspaces and com-
munity activities as well as develop-
ing means for heritage preservation.

The team networks with other
participating communities to share
project ideas, access grants, and
discover new ways to encourage
connection between residents as
their towns grow.

“We have found that NCiB encour-
ages community participation in
making Niverville a better place to
live,” says Hoult.
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A December gala celebrated senior volunteers.

& BRENDA SAWATZKY

An Army of Kindness:
Celebrating Senior
Volunteers

By Brenda Sawatzky

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

Niverville Service to Seniors
boasts a plethora of pro-
grams created specifically
for older residents.

Few stop to acknowledge,
though, that it takes a verit-
able army of volunteers to
make this programming
work, and the majority of
them are themselves sea-
soned individuals.

The fact of this isn't lost
on Cindy Plessis, coordin-
ator for Niverville Service
to Seniors, and Elissa Leah,
client services manager for
the Niverville Credit Union
Manor.

In celebration of the
dedication of Niverville’s
senior volunteers, Plessis
and Leah recently threw a
party and pulled out all the
stops. Hosted at the Heritage
Centre on December 16, the
atrium came alive.

The Niverville Night-
hawks honoured these
volunteers by serving as
butlers and table hosts. Adela
Unrau beguiled with her
harp instrumentals and JR
Charron, two-time country
music award-winner, put on
alively performance.

Perhaps the most mean-
ingful part of the night,
though, was the fact that
every volunteer in attend-
ance was there because their
peers believed they deserved
to be. They were nominated

J

Real Estate Appraisals | Property Management | Reserve Fund Studies | Real Property Consulting

1-855-371-5833 | www.redrivergroup.ca

by those who'd been moved
by their quiet acts of kind-
ness and the joy they gave
others.

“I never imagined I'd be
overwhelmed with emotion
as the nominations came in,”
Plessis told the crowd. “Why
people were nominated left
me amazed. It's not just the
grand gestures that we do in
life but the small ones that
also bring people joy.”

What astounded her fur-
ther, she said, was the fact
that many of the nominees
felt unworthy of such a
distinction.

“You go about your
day making people happy
around you and you don'’t
even know that you're doing
it,” Plessis added. “The world
needs more of all of you””

Leah, too, spoke words of
affirmation. She pointed out
that Service to Seniors pro-
gramming is about far more
than keeping Niverville’s
older residents active. It’s
about supporting long-term
independence and reducing
isolation and loneliness.

“None of this would be
possible without you,” said
Leah. “Thanks for the phone
calls, the rides to appoint-
ments, the meals made,
the smiles shared, and the
moments of listening that
mean more than words
can express. Your service
reminds us that community
is built through kindness and
commitment.’

—
RED RIVER GROUP\

REAL PROPERTY SOLUTIONS

Annual Business Expo Returns
with New Name, New Features

By Brenda Sawatzky

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

For the third year running,
business owners, entrepre-
neurs, and innovators from
around the province are in-
vited to meet under one roof
in the rural southeast for a day
of networking, inspiration, and
learning.

The Ritchot Business Expo,
now known as ElevateMB, will
feature all the best elements
attendees have come to expect
from previous years, packed
into one full day.

This year’s keynote speaker
is Manjit Minhas, co-founder
of Minhas Brewery, Distillery
and Winery, and panellist on
TV’s Dragon’s Den.

“We're really excited,” says
Ritchot mayor Chris Ewen.
“We've got strong keynote
speakers this year and a full
day of courses that I think
people are really going to find
interesting from Al to tax sav-
ings and grant opportunities.
We've really packed in a full
day and I'm expecting a sold-
out house”

Registration for the event
is now open. It will take place
atthe TC Energy Centre in {le-
des-Chénes on February 26.

Minhas will be joined by
Nicole Dubg, former morning
show host turned compel-
ling storyteller, to conduct a
fireside chat including a live
audience Q&A.

New this year will be a
feature called Coach on the
Couch, a one-on-one oppor-
tunity for attendees to ask
questions pertinent to their
specific business.

There’ll be breakout ses-
sions, a trade show, and plenty
of opportunities to connect
with like-minded business
owners.

Changes to this year’s
event came as a result of the
unfortunate passing of John
Falk of John Peter Events. Falk
was the originator of Ritchot’s

Manjit Minhas will be the keynote speaker.

Edge Business Expo.

This year, and going for-
ward, the annual event will
continue under the name
ElevateMB.

Staff members of the RM
of Ritchot were inspired to
develop a simple name that
evoked the idea of helping
entrepreneurs heighten their
success.

“[Our staff] have looked at
the last two years and they've
seen what's working and what
people are really interested
in, Ewen says. “They’ve really
dialed in and have gotten

some strong sponsorships
this year, which has given
them the opportunity to make
it a really successful event
coming up.”

Dialing the event back
from two days to one, Ewen
says, just makes sense when
you're dealing with business
owners who don’t want to be
away from their companies
for too long.

Instead of a mixer, there'll
be a cocktail hour at the
close of the day. Instead of
food trucks, a local caterer
will ensure that everyone is

& C/O RM OF RITCHOT

well-fed.

Learning from the success
of past years, Ewen says he
hopes Ritchot will continue
to promote this long into the
future.

“Commercially, Ritchot has
grown exponentially over the
years,” Ewen says. “We've seen
businesses start from nothing
and go to crazy growth. We've
also seen businesses leave
other municipalities, wanting
to come to ours, so we know
that we have an opportunity.
We have something special
in Ritchot”

"' All-Inclusive Event Centre

:’)\ Cére}pon/es, Receptions, Fundraisers,
" Grads, Birthdays and more

omplimentary Tours & Estimates

events@heritagecentre.ca
204-388-2150
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Nearly aCentury of Curlin
ComestoaCloseinNiverville

By Brenda Sawatzky
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

Nearly a century of curling has come
to an end in Niverville. And for the
Niverville Curling Club (NCC), it’s
not a happy goodbye.

According to Dustin Krahn,
president of the NCC, the town is
entering into a lease agreement
with a private business that intends
to repurpose the curling rink, a
decision that leaves the NCC out
in the cold.

For the 2026 season, the NCC
will rent space in St. Adolphe. The
future beyond that is up in the air.

At the time of this writing, no
official paperwork between the
town and the new leaser had been
signed. However, the legalities were
in process.

According to Niverville mayor
Myron Dyck, the leasing group pre-
sented an opportunity that council
had not gone looking for. Still, the
offer was timely and appeared to be
the best short-term solution for a
building in need of so much repair.

The biggest frustration for Krahn
and the NCC wasn't that council
looked to other leaseholders. The
NCC, after all, were themselves
leaseholders for the coldest months
of the year.

In fact, bringing in user groups
for the rest of the season was the
best possible solution for the
facility’s long-term viability. With
some thoughtful planning, budget-
ing, and renovations, Krahn adds,
the building could have been vastly
improved.

Krahn says that’s what the NCC
has been asking of council for years:
to collaborate in the development
of along-term vision for the curling

el €

rink and its other amenities, which
include a common room with a
canteen and a basement gathering
place with tables and a kitchen.

While there had been some con-
versations with council this past fall,
in hindsight Krahn feels that the
process was disingenuous.

“In late September, this was
proposed as an idea to coexist
with a potential new business, but
somewhere along the way it turned
into a contest where only one of the
groups would be granted use of the
facility,” Krahn says. “We were not
notified that we were expected to
pitch a case for our own survival. We
interpreted the invitation to coun-
cil’'s planning session as a positive
thing, the start of the conversation
we'd been asking for, and not as an
invitation to our own funeral”

Now the NCC feels slighted. Not
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only had the club been using the
facility for almost 50 years, they'd
also been contributing their own
time, labour, and money to run
the curling program. In 2023, they
invested $15,000 in upgrades to the
facility’s kitchen. More recently,
they offered to replace a broken
furnace at no cost to the town.

Still, Mayor Dyck says those costs
barely scratch the surface of the
issues facing the building if curling
remains its primary use.

“The building needs to be insu-
lated,” says Dyck. “It needs a con-
crete floor and it needs an ice plant”

COUNCIL'S DEFENCE

One could certainly argue about
the need for an ice plant. The NCC
has been functioning on a natural
ice surface since 1978, albeit with
shorter seasons in recent years.

B3 BRENDA SAWATZKY

According to Dyck, its function-
ality will only continue to decrease
with time.

“The largest fact the town has to
address is the facility being incap-
able of dealing with a warming
winter climate,” Dyck wrote in a
letter to the NCC. “Just this week
we saw temperatures of plus-four.
Looking back at historical trends,
our below-zero days have dropped
by 40 days.”

According to CAO Eric King, the
town has invested $87,000 in cap-
ital improvements to the facility
over the past ten years.

As it stands right now, keeping
the building in use as a curling rink
costs between $12,000 to $20,000
per year.

While some provincial or federal
grants exist, King says they don’t
cover the cost of overhead. The
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town did receive one-time fund-
ing from the province to improve
accessibility to the building.

Other ongoing funding exists,
such as the Building Sustainable
Communities grant, which covers
50 percent of eligible project costs
up to $75,000 and up to $300,000
for large capital projects.

The St. Adolphe Curling Club
benefited from this grant to the
tune of $15,000 during the 2022-23
season.

At this stage, though, Niverville's
council has determined that the
best way forward is to bring in a
year-round leaser. In the mean-
time, this helps council stay
focused on their goal of paying off
the CRRC debt by 2028.

In a few short years, Dyck says
council will be faced with another
dilemma, that of the Centennial
Arena needing massive upgrades
or closing altogether due to an
outdated ice plant that no longer
meets regulations.

According to Dyck, Niverville
is not the only community strug-
gling to keep its curling culture
alive. For this reason, he believes
regionalization of facilities may be
the answer.

“Council made the decision to
see the potential for a regional
curling club to succeed rather than
two local chapters work against
each other,” Dyck says, referring to
the St. Adolphe curling rink.

Krahn would argue that the
NCC'’s league has been full every
year with a waiting list for the
past five years, despite the rink’s
shortcomings. He can only imagine
what numbers could become if the
facility were improved.

(continued on page 16)
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JACKPOT IS OVER

EVERY MONDAY AT SMITTY'S NIVERVILLE
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aKIP BUY
THE LINE ONLINE

Purchasers do not need to be present to win. If a winner is not present, they will be contacted by phone. If required, 3 attempts to make

contact will be made over the course of 5 minutes. If a winner does not respond within that time a new winner will be drawn. Cut-off for
ticket purchases will be at 8:15 p.m. every Monday. Sales for the following week will resume approximately 1 hour after each draw. Draw
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(continued from page 15)

For a community grow-
ing as rapidly as Niverville,
Krahn feels it’s short-sighted
to provoke the death of a
long-time institution like
curling. He worries that once
local curlers move on to other
facilities, it will be hard to get
them back without promising
a brand-new facility similar
to the CRRC.

Dan Giesbrecht is one
of those people. He’s been
curling in Niverville since he
moved here about 15 years
ago.

Giesbrecht describes the
Niverville curling experience
as casual and the people as
very welcoming of players
of any skill level, including
those new to the sport.

He wasn’t deterred by
the shorter playing season
required with natural ice.
Two months of play, he says,
is long enough.

“Curling’s been popular
in Niverville for a long time,’
Giesbrecht says. “I know the
club has been busy three or
four nights a week during
the season that we run and
there’s always people there.
That’s why it’s a shock that
there hasn’t been more
planning on how we keep
curling going in Niverville.
It feels like it’s coming to an
abrupt end”

HISTORY OF THE NCC
With the early curling pi-
oneers of Niverville mostly
gone, it’s hard to pin down a
definitive year when the sport
took off in the community.
Long-time resident
George Sawatzky is fairly
confident, though, that the
NCC has been around since
the 1940s. He and his wife
moved to Niverville in 1965.
The original curling rink, then
located at 85 Second Street

South, was already an older
facility when they arrived.

Sawatzky joined the curl-
ing club as a way to get active
and get to know the locals. He
describes the early building
as a Quonset-style structure
with three sheets of ice and
a viewing gallery. It ran as a
cooperative with members
holding shares. The town was
not involved.

In the late 1970s, the
property was sold and some
of the proceeds went to the
construction of a new curl-
ing rink. The new building,
which remains to this day,
was constructed next to the
Centennial Arena.

The building was con-
structed by volunteers and
built on charitable donations.
But since its real estate was
town-owned, the town held
title.

Even so, management
of the facility was left in the
hands of the NCC.

Gary Stott served as presi-
dent of the NCC at the time.
His love for the sport began as
a child when he accompanied
his father to the original rink.

According to both
Sawatzky and Stott, volun-
teers have always been the
backbone of the NCC. That
never changed over the years.

Like Stott, Krahn has many
fond memories. He too has
been volunteering and play-
ing at the Niverville rink since
he was a child.

Until about 2010, the
town’s primary role was to
cover the cost of utilities and
insurance.

Beyond that, the town pro-
vided virtually no oversight.

Later, their involvement
evolved into that of a land-
lord, leasing the building to
the NCC for part of the year.
Still, the NCC took respons-
ibility for many of the inci-
dentals like annual internet

SERVICE INC.
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services, septic tank cleaning,
and icemaking supplies.

During the 2025 curl-
ing season, the antiquated
rink furnace finally broke
down. The estimated cost to
replace it came to $10,000. In
September, Krahn says the
NCC was informed that the
furnace had not been fixed
and there was no money in
council’s budget to fix it.

By December, council con-
firmed with the NCC, in writ-
ing, that they had decided to
enter into lease negotiations
with another user group. The
NCC could inquire with this
new user group about the
feasibility of undertaking
one last curling season in the
space, they said.

“Unfortunately, with a
growing community, needs,
and priorities at all levels, the
money available is simply
needed in too many other
places,” the town’s letter
stated.

For Krahn and the NCC,
this decision begs certain
questions.

“Is every recreation facility
in town up for grabs to any
company that wants to come
along and lease it for other
purposes if it provides the
town with a greater revenue
stream?” Krahn asks. “This is,
in fact, how it feels to mem-
bers of the NCC at this time.”

Stott, too, feels some pain
about losing the local curl-
ing community. One of the
beautiful and enduring qual-
ities of curling, he says, is that
it'’s a sport that transcends
age. It’s fun for all players,
whether they're eight years
old or 80.

“I would hazard a guess
that the [CRRC] doesn’t make
any money either,” Stott says.
“That’s not really the purpose
in offering recreation, espe-
cially when building small
towns like this.”

MCNAUGHTON
MECHANICAL

FROM HEAVY EQUIPMENT TO YOUR DAILY DRIVER
WE HANDLE IT ALLI

204.388.6450
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Should alocal municipal council
requiresports andrecreation
facilitiestobe self-sustainingin
order tohe considered viable?
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Have a more nuanced opinion?
Leave us a comment online.

Yes. Taxpayers should not be expected to fund
facilities that don't attract enough programs or
sponsorship to pay for themselves.

No. These community-owned facilities promote
wellness and social connection, benefits that justify
public investment even if they don't break even.

VOTENOWAT
www.nivervillecitizen.com

LASTMONTH'SRESULTS:

Areyou concerned about the
size,scale, and energy and water
usageof the proposed data
centreinlle-des-Chénes?

Yes. The massive scale of the facility and its impact on our natural
resources should be a matter of great consequence for locals.

No. The economic and technological benefits outweigh worries
about the potential use of local resources.

YOURCOMMENTS:

I'd like to know more about the project. If there is a detailed plan
in place to ensure water and energy usage in the area is not
negatively impacted, then I'm all for it.

Mr Kinew says that our data will not go south of the border as
a selling point. That seems hard to believe considering this is a
company from Nevada. What consequences would there be if
they violate this? If the data centre turns out to be damaging to
our community, how will that work? Kick them out? That would
never happen. We live with it? | smell a rat that is coming here
because they have made enemies elsewhere, and we are ripe

Advertise

WithUs!

Citizen

sales@nivervillecitizen.com

and unsuspecting. Al will be abused horribly in nefarious ways,
| believe. é)an’t prove it, of course, but these corporations have
a track record and | have the right to not trust them. | don't want
them 3/4 of a mile down the road from me. | don’t want them

in Canada or anywhere. We would be better off less efficient
without Al than we would be with it.

The climate here is not optimal, requiring more energy. The
power consumption plus the immense amount of water it takes
to cool the servers will eventually hurt us all.

Al is the biggest current threat to our planet's environmental
health and we must deny its usage and growth as much as we
possibly can. The negative impact to the local community would
be detrimental.

Where would the proposed Al site at lle-des-Chenes source its
cooling water? What guarantee do homeowners have as assur-
ance that there will not be water shortages or water rationing
just to support an American-owned operation? Same goes for
electricity.

I'm concerned as my home is surrounded by the proposal.
—C. Hardie

What benefits? | keep hearing about the benefits of Al, and all
| see are clear and immediate negative environmental impacts.
Also that every app now has a crappy Al function and every
third YouTube video | watch is weird and kinda creepy-looking.
Again | say, what benefits? The impending manmade drought?
This is a race to the bottom, for a product nobody is asking for.
"So we won't be so reliant on Google and America"? So let's
burn our own house down and call it "agency," patting our-
selves on the back for eating at the adults table.

—Josiah Speers

Look at places that have already been negatively impacted by
allowing data centres.

| live right beside the property of the proposed data centre. I'm
very concerned about the environmental effects it will have on
my small farm and family. No country living will exist. All of our
hard work to build our small homestead will be for nothing. How
is that fair, all for a bunch of people to be lazy and have their Al
and not use their brain? This is insane and completely unfair for
the community.

There's a big difference between Al use, misuse, and abuse—
on the part of students (who are at school to learn, and more
specifically to learn how to think), and on the part of teach-

ers (who are there to teach and facitate the students in their
learning and thinking). Can we trust that a professional teach-
er using Al like an office assistant to speed up their workload,
while still doing all the thinking and assessment involved, is very
different than a student trying to skip the learning and thinking
process entirely? Can we not see those are different levels of
engagement?

The environmental impacts on energy, but also health, as evi-
denced in other locations that have built these types of cen-
tres near small towns, can be catastrophic. While it might serve
a data storage need, it provides little else in positive economic
impact, and again we see a big U.S. company ultimately reap-
ing the profit.

—Jennifer Woodward, lle-des-Chenes.

My concern is that this will have an ever-increasing impact on
local resources with little local benefit over the long-term.

This data centre has the potential to cause a huge negative im-
pact on our valued water resources. The noise factor is uncon-
scionable and shows total disregard for the peaceful rural com-
munity. The negative impacts are far-reaching and this pro-
posed venture must be stopped immediately.

EEEs AENEEYE

They will most likely overtax the aquifer. There is no recovering
from that.

With Manitoba Hydro frequently cutting off electricity to

lle-des-Chénes, | don't think a massive electrical drain such
as an Al centre is a good idea.

Our very important water resources are at risk with these large
data centres, which we'll have absolutely no control over once
they are in operation.

Consider what an Al data centre will bring to our commun-
ity: tax dollars. That's it. Beyond tax dollars, this Al data centre
won't bring anything good to our community.

It won't bring any guaranteed jobs for our local community.
Those jobs are an easy commute from Winnipeg, so don't have
anyexpectations there.

Generally speaking, Al does not bring us jobs, certainly
not local jobs. On the contrary, worldwide it takes jobs, by re-
placing the jobs of real people everywhere, people with fam-
ilies to provide for. And in this case it replaces those jobs with a
350-square-acre building site.

Consider what else an Al data centre takes from our com-
munity.

AnyAI centre will take our drinking water. Currently it is
understood that the proposed Al data centre will use an open
loop water cooling system, meaning that water is used to cool
data systems (servers/computers) and is consumed in the pro-
cess (evaporated). It is used once, then gone.

On the other hand, closed water cooling systems, that reuse
water for cooling over and over, are available yet apparently
these systems are too big an investment for the company that
wishes to come to our community to put into place.

According to the article, potentially 26 million litres per year
could be consumed by a single turbine Al cooling system. This
proposed data centre would use as many as six turbines. That
is 156 million litres of drinking water consumed each year.
What will this do to the water supply for the rest of us, for our
households and small businesses?

As citizens, are we willing to welcome into our community
a company that is not willing to make the investment upfront to
conserve our valuable water resources?

In recent years, we have been asked by our RM to conserve
our water usage, due to drought, by not watering lawns or filling
swimming pools, for example. With this in mind, we should ask
ourselves if we can afford to share our water with a large po-
tential water waster that won't put in the infrastructure to con-
serve water. They won't help protect our valuable resource and
the environment from the negative effects of drought. And be
assured: thanks to climate change, more droughts will come.

An Al centre will take our rural look and feel. Right now we
have a “country skies” feel that we who have lived here all our
lives enjoy. Many of us have also left behind the city to join the
rest of us here. Can we all agree it is preferable to life in a large
city? This Al data centre will change our community from a
small town and country environment to the look and feel of an
industrial suburb of the city we left behind. How do the folks liv-
ing on Arnould and Mondor feel about having a huge data cen-
tre move in right across the street?

An Al centre will take our reputation. Do we want our com-
munity of lle-des-Chénes and Ritchot to be the home of an Al
data centre company that could harm our local environment
and that won't invest to prevent it, that replaces hard-working
people’s jobs, and that urbanizes our country feel? Who knows
what else Al has in store for all of us? Do we really want to give
it a home here?

The citizens of lle-des-Chénes and Ritchot should ask them-
selves: do we really want to share our home with an Al data
centre? The love affair that society has with Al will end. Do we
really want to be that place where Al lives? Why would we?
Whact: good is there in it for lle des Chénes and Ritchot?
—D.C.
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Construction Officially Underway
on Community ResourceCentre

New stories
published daily!

Citizen

www.nivervillecitizen.com

CHECK OUT OUR
WEBSITE OR DOWNLOAD
OUR APP FOR ALL
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21 Main Street, Niverville
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Help lead a free,
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Returning officers,
assistant returning

officers

Elections Manitoba is recruiting people to lead the
delivery of democracy in their communities.

The opportunity:
Returning officers and assistant returning officers

Time commitment:

= term positions, part time beginning in September 2026
« full time (and long days) from August to October 2027

= dates may change due to election timing

Requirements:

= non-partisan

= eligible voter

= experience in leadership, project management
= computer skills

Find open electoral divisions, job descriptions, and how to apply at
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SMALL TOWN,

BIG SAVINGS.
SMALL TOWN,
BIG IMPACT.

WHEN WE WORK TOGETHER,
OUR ENERGY AND BILL SAVINGS
ARE ANYTHING BUT SMALL.

Did you know that we have energy efficiency advocates
in Manitoba? Their role is designed to serve the local
community, helping homes and businesses save energy,
money, and the environment.

Advocates are familiar with their community and Efficiency
Manitoba’s offers. And you may have one in your area!

Saving is easier when we work together — and even easier
when we bring the savings straight to you.

To see if there’s an advocate V EFFICIENCY
in your community, visit
efficiencyMB.ca/CEEP. § MAN I To BA
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Record Turnout Hi
Annual Battleo

By Holly Dunphy

The fifth annual Battle of Niverville
Wrestling Tournament drew 133 ath-
letes to the CRRC on December 20,
making it the largest competitor turn-
out in the event’s history and one of
the largest held in Manitoba for a
competition at this level.

Hosted by WAMMA Niverville, the
day-long event welcomed competi-
tors of all ages and experience levels,
ranging from complete novices to
highly skilled wrestlers.

“This is the biggest turnout we've
had in Niverville,” says local wrestling
coach Jens Reuter. “We originally
had about 140 athletes registered,
but weather the day before reduced
that number to 133”

Reuter noted that participation in
wrestling declined during the years of
the COVID pandemic buthas seen a
steady increase ever since.

“Leading up to the event, we took
to advertising a lot on social media
and by word of mouth throughout the
wrestling community,” says Reuter.
“We are really happy with the turnout
this year”

While there were several fantastic
matches, including those of experi-
enced wrestlers, Reuter described the
youngest competitors as some of the
most exciting to watch.

“We had a lot of first-time, very
young wrestlers who competed really

hard,” says Reuter. “You could see
spectators leaning forward in their
seats enjoying the energy of the
matches”

Among the many people present
at the CRRC was Reuter’s daughter,
14-year-old Lilyanne, who has been
wrestling since the age of five.

Although Lilyanne was unable to
compete due to lack of competitors

in her category, she remained active
during the event, assisting with
coaching and encouraging some of
the youngest competitors.

“Watching our really young kids
wrestle for the first time was mem-
orable,” says Lilyanne. “We had a few
younger girls who went out and gave
it their all. It was really cute. They
were great.”

=
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Call: 204-883-2403
Email: rick@paulsseptic.ca
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Besides being able to instill her
own expertise into the younger
groups and enjoying the vigour in
their matches, Lilyanne was also
impressed by the higher-tiered
athletes.

“There were a lot of highlights
throughout the day, including some
really high-level wrestlers that came
out to compete. They did a lot of fun

758 Shultz -

1500 square feet with 12x12 overhead door,
washroom, 200 amp service.
Available May 1st 2026

Includes water. Hydro extra.
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hlights Fifth
iverville

tricks and moves that were exciting
to watch”

In addition to tournament
matches, the morning included
qualifying matches for the Manitoba
Winter Games, set to take place in
Thompson this March.

Local athletes Noah Fast, Lilyanne
Reuter, Benjamin Reuter, and Ryan
Unrau all met the requirements to
advance.

Benjamin, Reuter’s son, also
assisted during the event. It proved
to be a welcome distraction from
pre-match nerves in his home gym.

Aside from offering help with the
scoreboard, Benjamin won all three
of his matches, and one in a particu-
larly unique way.

“During one of my matches I
ended up on the bottom,” says Ben-
jamin. “And that’s not where you want
to be as a wrestler. Fortunately, I was
able to pin my opponent while he was
on top of me. It was a good, funny

Of course, the goal is to remain
on top in a wrestling match, but the
moment showed that even from the
bottom, it’s still possible to come out
on top.

In addition to the Manitoba Winter
Games in March, WAMMA Niverville
is already looking forward to the sixth
annual Battle of Niverville Wrestling
tournament in 2026, expected to take
place next December.

COMMERCIAL SPACE
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Nighthawks UnbeateninJanuary

By Bill Burfoot

The Niverville Nighthawks currently
find themselves on an 11-game win-
ning streak, the second double-digit
streak of the season.

JANUARY 3

STEINBACH PISTONS, HOME

Entering 2026 exactly where they left
off, the Nighthawks continued their
winning ways with a thrilling 5-4 vic-
tory over the Steinbach Pistons.

The Pistons struck first, with Rory
Gilmore opening the scoring. Jack-
son Kostiuk carried the puck into
the Niverville zone before dropping
it to Gilmore in the slot, where he
snapped a shot over the glove of
Austin Dubinsky.

After shaking off the rust from
the extended break, Niverville found
their legs.

Parker Rolston tied the game,
finishing a perfect feed from Aaron
Krestanowich.

Kole Mears then gave the Night-
hawks a 2-1lead, converting a three-
way passing play involving Dawson
Zeller and Loik Leduc.

Just as it looked as though Niv-
erville would take the lead into the
second period, Steinbach answered
in dramatic fashion with a late power
play goal. With three seconds in the
period, Sam Noad won the draw to
Jack Greenwell, whose quick shot
from the bottom of the left circle beat
Dubinsky.

The Pistons regained the lead
early in the second period when
Noad managed to knock aloose puck
past Dubinsky to make it 3-2.

Once again, the Nighthawks
had an answer. Krestanowich kept
the puck in at the blue line before
working his way into the left circle
and sliding a pass across to Hayden
Wheddon, who redirected it home.

The back-and-forth affair con-
tinued. Evan Gradt capitalized on the
power play with under three minutes
remaining in the period.

But Niverville scored late in the
second to tie things up. Adam Vigfus-
son dug the puck free in the corner
before feeding Merik Boles, whose
quick snapshot from the left circle
beat Bauer under the glove.

The third period was tight and
physical, with chances at both ends.

A major turning point came when
Tyler Bernier was sent hard into
the boards by Greenwell. Bernier
responded with a flurry of punches,
earning a five-minute fighting major
and a game misconduct.

Facing an extended penalty, the
Nighthawks penalty killers came up
big.

Moments later, Evan Panzer cap-
italized, finding the puck in the slot
before sending a backhand to the net
that found its way behind Bauer. This
was the game-winner.

“These games against division
rivals are always four-point games,
so it was important to win this one
inregulation,” said Nighthawks head
coach Dwight Hirst. “We've got two
games in hand on the Pistons, so now
it's about taking care of business.”

JANUARY 4

WINNIPEG BLUES, HOME

The Nighthawks wasted little time as-
serting themselves in this emphatic
8-1victory.

Unlike the previous meeting
between the teams, which required
overtime to produce the only goal,
this matchup featured offence
immediately, with two goals scored
in the opening minute.

The Blues struck first. Following
a strong save by Blues goaltender
Kannen Kirkwood, Winnipeg
countered on a three-on-two rush.
Hayden Ritter found Campbell Epp
who moved into the right circle
and snapped a shot over the shoul-
der of Nighthawks netminder Ben
Chornomydz.

The 18-year-old goaltender then
locked down, stopping the next 24
shots he faced to earn his eighth win
of the season.

Ryken Arran, elevated to the top
line, forced a turnover behind the
Blues’ net and fed Boles, who beat
Kirkwood to tie the game at 1-1.

Just 1:53 later, Rolston scored his
second goal in as many games. On
the power play, he redirected a pass
from Boles over Kirkwood’s glove.

Leduc capped off the first period
with his first of two goals on the
afternoon

Calyb Moore notched his ninth
goal of the season in the second
period, finishing off a two-on-one
rush set up by Leduc with a shot over

Kirkwood’s glove. Panzer followed
with a goal of his own, pushing the
lead to 5-1.

The third period brought more of
the same, as Leduc added his second
goal. Jaden Mah and Jake Demone
found the back of the net to round
out the scoring.

“As a coaching staff we were very
pleased with how the team played,’
said Hirst. “Coming off an emotional
win 18 hours earlier against the Pis-
tons, we were very happy with how
the team responded.”

Hirst highlighted the contribu-
tions of players who stepped into
expanded roles.

He also credited Chornomydz for
his professionalism.

“Ben knows the situation we're in
with Austin Dubinsky taking the net
the majority of the nights, and he’s
been nothing but a pro,” Hirst said.
“It’s nice to see him get rewarded.”

JANUARY 7

NEEPAWA TITANS, AWAY

Coming into the matchup riding a
five-game winning streak, the Night-
hawks faced a Neepawa squad that
had won eight of its last ten. But
Niverville’s red-hot offence stole the
spotlight.

Just 1:04 into the opening period,
Boles finished off a beautiful three-
way passing play from Wheddon and
Vigfusson to make it 1-0. It was déja
vu for Boles, who had also scored
one minute into Niverville’s previous
game.

Moments later, a scrum ensued
inside the Neepawa blue line. When
the dust settled the Nighthawks
found themselves on a power play.

Thirteen seconds later, Leduc bur-
ied his fifteenth goal of the season
from the bottom of the right circle,
converting a perfect feed from Vig-
fusson to double the lead.

Mears made it 3-0 after Arran
chipped the puck past the Titans’
defence, drove hard to the net,
and created a rebound that Mears
snapped home.

Niverville struck again when Luke
Wagner found Arran streaking toward
the crease. Arran’s shot slipped past
Titans starter Zach Burleigh to make
it4-0.

Before the period came to a
close, Thomas Phillips capped off a

dominant first period with his fifth
goal of the campaign.

This marked the third time this
season that the Nighthawks have
scored five goals in a single period.

Neepawa got on the board in the
second when Keenan Skrupa found
a streaking Jack Clark, who entered
the zone late and ripped a shot past
Dubinsky to cut the deficit to 5-1.

The Titans continued to push.
Tyler Wamboldt's shot from the right
circle was stopped by Dubinsky, but
the rebound bounced directly to
Grayson Slaney, who buried it into
an open cage to make it 5-2.

Niverville answered on the power
play with a breakaway goal from new-
comer Marlen Edwards. Acquired
just a day earlier, Edwards took a
stretch pass from Aaron Krestano-
wich and broke in alone, snapping
ashot past Alex Myers and restoring
the Nighthawks’ four-goal cushion.

Boles struck again early in the
third, finishing off a two-on-one with
Vigfusson. John Scott sprung Boles
with a flip pass out of the defensive
zone. Boles then gave the puck to Vig-
fusson, who slid it back across. Boles
patiently tucked the puck between
Myers’ legs.

Arran put an exclamation point on
his night. Picking up the puck along
the left boards, he danced around
a defender, drove into the slot, and
lifted a backhand over Myers’ glove
to make it 8-2.

Neepawa added a late goal, but it
wasn'’t nearly enough.

JANUARY 9

SWAN VALLEY STAMPEDERS, HOME

The Nighthawks’ offence continued
its torrid pace Friday night, erupting
for nine goals in a dominant 9-2
victory over the Swan Valley Stam-
peders.

Edwards made an immediate
impact in his home debut, scoring
a hat trick to give him four goals in
just two games.

Despite the lopsided final score,
Hirst admitted that the start wasn’t
ideal.

“I'thought the last 40 minutes were
good, but the first period was pretty
sloppy,” Hirst said.

Swan Valley took advantage of
some early miscues, generating qual-
ity scoring chances in the opening

minutes, but Dubinsky stood tall to
keep the game scoreless.

The tide turned five minutes in
when Niverville went to the power
play. Edwards opened the scoring
with his first of three man-advantage
goals, finishing a give-and-go with
Wheddon to make it 1-0.

Just 13 seconds later, the Night-
hawks doubled their lead when
Demone’s point shot found Panzer
atthe top of the crease. Panzer settled
the puck before slipping a backhand
between the legs of Stampeders goal-
tender Samuel Bastien.

Swan Valley briefly responded
when Dylan Ruff wrapped the puck
around Dubinsky to cut the deficit.

The momentum was short-lived,
however, as Zeller restored Niv-
erville’s two-goal cushion just 22
seconds later.

The second period belonged
entirely to the Nighthawks.

Edwards struck again on the
power play, beating Bastien glove
side from the left faceoff dot to make
it4-1.

Zeller followed with his second of
the night midway through the frame,
burying a rebound in tight.

A sequence that epitomized Niv-
erville’s effort saw Vigfusson absorb
a heavy hit at centre ice to move the
puck forward to Wheddon. Wheddon
carried it over the blue line before
feeding Scott, who carried the puck
to the bottom of the right circle before
finding Wheddon in the slot for a
quick finish.

Vigfusson added his name to the
scoresheet moments later, converting
a pass from Phillips for his twentieth
goal of the season. Rolston capped
the period late, finishing a feed
from Parker Caririer.

Swan Valley’s Zach Hertz scored
his first with the club early in the
third on another wraparound, but
any thoughts of a comeback were
quickly extinguished.

Edwards completed his hat trick
with under three minutes remaining,
snapping a shot past Bastien after a
strong breakout initiated by Dubin-
sky, who sent a pass to Scott at the
Stampeders blue line. Scott entered
the zone, circled, then sent a perfect
cross-ice pass to Edwards for the tally.

The assist by Dubinsky gave the
Nighthawks netminder points in
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back-to-back games.

“It's something we've been work-
ing on a lot at practice,” Hirst said of
Dubinsky’s puck-handling. “Having
our goalies recognize when there’s
changes and opportunities to move
the puck up—and Austin’s really
improved in his stickhandling ability
this year”

Edwards’ seamless integration
hasn’t gone unnoticed.

“He’s got four goals on the power
play, so he adds a new element to
that unit and you can’t have enough
of that,” Hirst said. “The way he plays
fits in perfectly with the style we play
and fits our system.”

Hirst also highlighted Edwards’
championship experience.

“It's another player in our lineup
with a championship pedigree after
winning last year with Northern
Manitoba.”

JANUARY 13

WINNIPEG MONARCHS, AWAY

It didn’t come easy, but the Night-
hawks continued their winning ways,
earning their eighth straight victory
with a 5-1 win over the Monarchs.

On paper, the Nighthawks entered
the contest as clear favourites. But
as the saying goes, the game isn’t
played on paper, and Winnipeg made
it interesting.

Winnipeg goaltender Dylan
McFadyen was outstanding through-
out the night, turning aside wave after
wave of Niverville pressure and keep-
ing the Monarchs in striking distance.

In the end, the MJHLS top offen-
sive team proved too much.

Moore opened the scoring with
his tenth of the season, jumping on
aloose puck at the top of the crease
and chipping it past McFadyen.

At the other end, Chornomydz
made timely saves despite limited
action. Winnipeg's first shot of the
game came on a breakaway midway
through the period, but Chornomydz
turned it aside.

Moments later, the Monarchs cap-
italized on a scramble in front. Cam
Alt pokedw the puck home.

The Nighthawks regained the
lead on the power play when Phillips
found Wheddon at the bottom of the
right circle. Wheddon’s quick shot
beat McFadyen.

Both netminders stole the spot-
light in the second period. McFadyen
stopped all 15 shots he faced, while
Chornomydz was sharp on the six
Winnipeg attempts.

The Monarchs nearly tied the
game early in the third when Idris

Alameddine broke in alone, but once
again Chornomydz came up with a
massive save.

With just over eight minutes
remaining, Vigfusson forced a turn-
over in the left circle and fed Whed-
don, whose initial shot was stopped.
Boles pounced on the rebound at the
top of the crease, burying his eight-
eenth goal of the season to make it
3-1.

The game was put out of reach
moments later in unusual fashion.
While on the power play, two Mon-
archs collided in their own zone,
allowing Bernier to collect the puck in
the slot. Bernier slipped a backhand
through McFadyen for a shorthanded
goal, snapping oan eight-game goal
drought.

Leduc added a late goal to cap the
scoring as the Nighthawks skated
away with another win.

JANUARY 15

SELKIRK STEELERS, HOME

A soldout crowd of elementary school
students packed the CRRC on this
Thursday afternoon for School Day
hockey. Although goals were at a pre-
mium, the Nighthawks delivered an-
other strong performance.

Both teams had their chances in
the opening period but were unable
to solve the goaltenders. Selkirk gen-
erated several quality looks from in
close, while Niverville created oppor-
tunities of its own, aided by a pair of
power plays.

Niverville broke through early in
the second period while on its third
power play of the afternoon. Some
great puck movement saw Phillips
send a cross-ice pass to Edwards
in the right circle. Edwards quickly
returned the puck across the crease
to Vigfusson, who controlled it at the
top of the blue paint and slid it past
Sawyer to open the scoring.

The goal sent the 500-plus school
kids in attendance into a frenzy.

The Steelers responded midway
through the period. Isaac Sousa fired
a shot from the point that deflected
off the stick of Carter Zalischuk and
landed on the stick of Cole Babych
in the slot. Babych wasted no time,
snapping a slapshot over Dubinsky’s
right shoulder.

Wheddon then broke in alone on
Sawyer, but the Steelers netminder
made a key right-pad save to keep
the game knotted.

However, Wheddon wouldn’t be
denied twice. Off the ensuing faceoff,
Boles intercepted a clearing attempt
at the blue line. After his initial shot

was blocked in front, Boles collected
the rebound and fed Wheddon in the
bottom of the right circle. This time,
Wheddon made no mistake.

The Nighthawks extended their
lead midway through the third per-
iod, again on the power play. Vig-
fusson sent the puck down low to
Boles, who returned it into the slot.
Vigfusson ripped a slapshot over
Sawyer’s right shoulder.

The Steelers attempted to make a
late push, pulling Sawyer with three
minutes remaining, but Wagner
broke up a pass and chipped the puck
up the boards to Mears, who fired
home his tenth of the season.

Selkirk added a tally late, but it
wasn’t enough to stop the Night-
hawks from winning their ninth
consecutive game.

JANUARY 20

WINNIPEG BLUES, AWAY

After a five-day layoff, the Night-
hawks showed no signs of rust Tues-
day afternoon in Winnipeg, erupting
for six third-period goals to defeat
the Winnipeg Blues 8-2.

As has been the case in all four
meetings between the teams this
season, the Blues kept the game
tight through two periods before the
Nighthawks pulled away late.

The Nighthawks wasted little
time opening the scoring. Just 26
seconds into the contest, Carrier
fired a shot from the left wall that beat
Blues goaltender Kirkwood, giving
Niverville a 1-0 lead.

The score remained unchanged
until the final five minutes of the
opening frame.

Beckham Garchinski threaded
a perfect pass to Wheddon on a
breakaway. Although Wheddon
was denied, Demone pounced on
the rebound and buried it to double
the lead.

Demone has two goals on the sea-
son and has points in four straight
games.

Winnipeg responded late in the
period when Aiden McDonald found
aloose puckin the slot and snapped
it blocker-side past Chornomydz, cut-
ting the deficit to 2-1 heading into
intermission.

The second period featured
strong goaltending at both ends, but
the Blues managed to tie the game
just over five minutes in. McDonald
picked up the puck at the red line,
beat a Nighthawks defender at the
blue line, and ripped a glove-side shot
from the right circle to make it 2-2.

The game turned decisively in the

third.

Just over two minutes into the final
frame, Wheddon sent Vigfusson in
alone, and the Nighthawks captain
beat Kirkwood blocker-side for what
would stand as the game-winning
goal.

The assist marked Wheddon'’s
league-leading fortieth of the season.

Only 22 seconds later, Pan-
zer extended the lead. After keeping
the puck in at the blue line, Panzer
worked it to Edwards, who fed Panzer
behind the net. Panzer was able to
tuck a wraparound past Kirkwood
to make it 4-2.

The onslaught continued at the
7:36 mark when Leduc notched
his seventeenth of the season. Car-
rier found Leduc along the right wall,
where he danced around a defender,
stepped into the slot, and snapped a
shot over Kirkwood’s left arm.

Moore added his first of the night
on an odd-man rush with just under
eight minutes remaining, wiring a
shot from the right circle over the
glove to make it 6-2.

Moments later, Edwards inter-
cepted a clearing attempt at the blue
line, skated into the left circle, and
rang a shot off the post and in.

That goal capped a three-point
night for Edwards, who extended
his point streak to five games and
has recorded at least one point in
every game since joining Niverville
on January 6.

Moore completed the scoring in
highlight-reel fashion with a short-
handed breakaway goal, stripping
the puck after a faceoff, beating
two defenders at the blue line, and
finishing with a backhand to seal
the lopsided final score.

JANUARY 24

DAUPHIN KINGS, HOME

The Nighthawks continued their tor-
rid run on this Saturday night, com-
ing from behind to defeat the Dau-
phin Kings 4-2 at Credit Union Place
and extend their winning streak to 11
games, the second time this season
they have managed such a streak.

The matchup featured two teams
who have played each other close
this season despite the difference in
the standings.

Dauphin entered the night sitting
third in the West Division, but the
Kings were also one of just three
teams to have beaten the Nighthawks
this year, having handed Niverville a
5-1loss back on October 12.

Despite playing just their second
game in nine days, the league-leading

Nighthawks found a way into the win
column once again.

With starting goaltender Dubinsky
sidelined by injury, Chornomydz got
the nod for Niverville, marking the
first time this season he’s started
back-to-back games. Entering the
night with a 1.39 goals-against
average and a .937 save percentage,
Chornomydz was tested early as Dau-
phin controlled much of the opening
period.

The Kings generated several qual-
ity chances, including a breakaway
by Joey Kubas midway through the
frame, but Chornomydz flashed the
glove to keep the game scoreless.

Dauphin eventually broke through
late in the period while on the power
play. Kubas carried the puck into the
zone before sliding a pass to Rylan
Gage, whose quick release beat Chor-
nomydz to give the Kings a 1-0 lead.

Dauphin outshot Niverville 12-7
in the opening period, but Chorno-
mydz’s steady play kept the Night-
hawks within striking distance.

That patience paid off midway
through the second when Niverville
tied the game. Krestanowich fired a
perfectly placed slap-pass from the
right point to Wheddon at the left
side of the crease, and Wheddon
redirected it past Bryson Yaschyshyn
for his twentieth goal.

Early in the final frame, momen-
tum swung decisively. The Night-
hawks were awarded a penalty shot
after a Kings defender covered the
puck with his glove in the crease.
Leduc went forehand to backhand
to beat Yaschyshyn and put Niverville
ahead.

Moments later, the lead doubled.
Demone delivered a beautiful pass
to Edwards in the slot, who spun
before slipping a backhand past the
Dauphin netminder to make it 3-1.

The Kings briefly pulled back
within one when Kubas fired a point
shot through traffic that found its way
past Chornomydz, cutting the deficit
to 3-2.

But just 17 seconds later, Whed-
don raced down the right wing on
a two-on-one and threaded a pass
across to Mears, who snapped a shot
over the blocker to restore Niverville’s
two-goal lead.

Edwards nearly added his second
of the night into an empty net in
the final minute, ringing a shot off
the post, but it mattered little as
the Nighthawks closed out the 4-2
victory.

204-807-5701

‘r".mmvmum %
oL

2023

CHRISTOPHER HOFER

—— YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE AGENT ——
CALL ME TODAY FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION!

chrishoferrealtor@gmail.com

' ISl
i ;:\ ROYAL LEPAGE
. T
Chrlstopher Hofer Top Producers Real Estate
RealEslateAgent“ INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

www.christopherhofer.ca




22

Eastman

SPORTS & RECREATION

THE CITIZEN | FEBRUARY 2026

eedskaters Returnfrom

Nationals with Impressive Wins

By Brenda Sawatzky

R bsawatzky@nivervillecitizen.com

Manitoba’s junior speedskat-
ing competitors shone once
again at the annual Canadian
Long Track Championships
in Quebec City from January
8-10.

All five youth members of
the local Eastman Speed Skat-
ing Club ranked high enough
to qualify and represent Mani-
toba—and between them, they
brought home an impressive
number of medals.

Making up the Manitoba
quintet is 15-year-old Willa
Dowse of Niverville and
14-year-old Mia Tetrault of
Ste. Agathe.

The final three, hailing
from south Winnipeg, are
Yule Wang, Everett Saydak,
and Justin Cheng.

“Every year, Manitoba
does super well,” says club
president Cara Dowse. “This
year we sent five kids and they
came home with six medals.
Quebec has 30 skaters in this
competition and they win
a lot of medals. Quebec is
very strong, but we do really
well considering our low
numbers.”

All five skaters competed
at the Neo-Junior champion-
ship level against other 14-
and 15-year-olds from across
Canada.

“At this age, all the kids race
all the distances,” Dowse says.
“So they all do 500, 1000, 1500,
and 3000-metre and they all
do a mass start, which is a
ten-lap race with 20 people

Five Manitoba speedskaters competed in Quebec City last month: Yule Wang, Willa Dowse, Everett Saydak, Mia Tetrault, and Justin Cheng.

on the start line at the same
time. The other distances are
called Olympic-style, which is
all time-based.”

Willa took home a gold
medal in the 1500-metre and
silver in the 1000-metre. She
managed a number of fourth-
place finishes as well.
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In the mass start com-
petition, Mia took bronze
and then a silver in the
3000-metre.

Yule took the bronze medal
in both the 500-metre and the
mass start.

Unfortunately, one of
the remaining Manitoba

PEED
SKATING
MANITOBA

competitors came down with
the flu while in Quebec and
had to miss most of the com-
petitions. Dowse is confident
their wins otherwise could
have been higher.

Going to the nationals
means more than just prov-
ing one’s skill in a variety of
categories. It also provides
an opportunity for young,
up-and-coming Olympians
to hone their skills alongside
peers and mentors from other
provinces.

“Willa was paired with the
top male skater from Quebec,
Dowse says. “It’s just so that
they can practice some of the
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8 CARADOWSE

events that will come up if
they keep skating into higher
levels.”

Speed Skate Canada is
the national governing body
for speedskating across the
country and the organizers
of the national competition.

“We're here to rally, inspire,
and lead the charge for our
country’s most successful
Olympic sport,” the website
states.

Next year, as Willa turns
16, she'll make the jump to
the Junior championship cat-
egory where she’ll compete
against 16- to 18-year-olds
from across the country.

If she continues in the pur-
suit, Willa will be eligible to
participate in Olympic trials
in the coming years.

This past fall, Willa and
her mom attended the World
Cup in Calgary as spectators,
giving Willa the opportunity
to get to watch international
competitors whom she’s come
to recognize and idolize.

Unfortunately for Mani-
toba speedskating competi-
tors, there will always be travel
involved when it comes to
competing at a national level.

“There are only three
indoor long tracks in the
country,” says Dowse. “So
the nationals are always in
Fort St. John, Quebec City, or
Calgary”

The Manitoba club prac-
tices on an outdoor rink with
a natural ice surface at the
Cindy Klassen Recreation
Complex in Winnipeg.

“I think that’'s why we do
so well,” Dowse says, tongue
in cheek. “We’re tougher. The
Quebec kids are inside skat-
ing and we're skating in -30
with a windchill most of the
time. So when we go inside,
we kick butt”

Speedskating has been a
recognized sport in Canada
for more than 150 years.
What's believed to be the first
formal speedskating race in
Canada took place in 1854.
That year, three British army
officers challenged each other
to make the fastest time from
Montréal to Québec City,
using the frozen St. Lawrence
River as their track.

In 1887, the Amateur Skat-
ing Association of Canada
was created.

Special recognition needs
to be given to 63-year-old
Randy Plett, also of Eastman
Speed Skating Club, who
recently won a bronze medal
at the 17th Master Sprint
Games in Innsbruck, Austria.
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